
Understanding the Will of God (Part 1) What is the Will of God? 

Mt. 6:10b; Eph. 5:17 
 

Introduction: Is everything that happens on earth God’s will? Not according to 

Jesus. When He was teaching the disciples how to pray, He taught them to pray, 

“[That] the Father’s will, would be done on earth as it is in heaven.” This statement 

alone assumes that God’s will is not always done on earth. Let me be clear, Gods 

will is always done in heaven. But it is not always done on earth! So, Jesus tells us 

we should pray for God’s will to be done on earth just like it is done in heaven. But 

more than that, did you know God has a purpose, a plan and desire (a will) for each 

of us. Just let that sink in for moment: The God of heaven, the creator of the earth 

and the universe, has a purpose, plan and desire or will for your life. Most people 

think God is too busy with worldwide events and affairs to be concerned with little 

ol me. But when we are talking about the will of God, we’re talking about His 

purpose, plans and desires for your life. Jesus stressing that we should pray for 

God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, shows us three things about the 

will of God. 

I. God wants us to know He has a will: 
 In the New Testament, there are 2 Greek words that are translated "to will". They 

are  

A. Thelo - which means to purpose.  

1. It is used for the will of God which is unalterable and firmly fixed.  

2. It is the will of God and it will come to pass. (Jer 51:29; Isa 14:24; Isa 

14:26-27; Rom 8:28) These passages tell us God has a will of purpose!  
 

B. Boulomai - which means to have a wish of a desire about something. (This 

narrows down to God’s heart’s desire, but what He desires doesn’t always 

happen). (Lk. 13:34; Jn. 5:40: 2 Pe. 3:9; 1 Tim. 2:4; Mt. 7:13, 14; Rom. 6:16; 

Ps. 119:27, 30, 32-33, 47, 54, 93, 97) 

When we think about God’s will, we should think about what David said in (Ps 

40:8)  
As God told Jeremiah, (Jer 29:11)  
You may be sitting there thinking, it’s too late for me, I’m too old, my time has 

come and gone – nothing could be further from the truth!  

If you’re alive, God still has a purpose, plans, and desires He wants to do through 

you and with you!     
II. God wants us to know His will: 
A. Some think God’s will is lost or hidden and therefore, they must search for 

it.  

B. Others still feel God’s will can only be discovered by traumatic experience.  
C. Then there are those who are afraid of God’s will.  

1. What a tragedy it is, that so many have never considered God’s will for their 

lives. 

2. Worse yet, is the tragedy that some think God’s will would be too hard to 

follow or that He would have a harmful will for their lives. 

Jesus said, when we pray, we should start by acknowledging our relationship with 

God as our “Father” (1 John 3:1; Mt. 7:9-11 John 10:10; Matthew 19:14; 

a. There is no room in Scripture to view God as anything but perfectly loving 

and good.  

b. We should view God as the good Father he is and run to him with open arms 

and an open heart that you might find fullness of life in his eternal embrace, 

purpose, plans and desires for you.  

Augustine was right when he said, “God loves each of us as if there were only one 

of us.”  

D. God wants us to know His will for our lives. (Mt 6:31-33) 

We can have the greatest confidence today; the will of God never will lead you 

where the grace of God cannot keep you. 

III. God wants us to walk in His will: 
A. There must be an assumption - Eph. 5:17  

1.  How can we know His will? (Eph. 1:9, 11); 1:17; 3:10; Col 1:9,28; 2:3,23; 

3:16; 4:5) God has made it known (Eph 1:1,5,11). 

2. God’s initial will concerning all men is that they be saved. (2 Peter 3:9; 1 Tim 

2:3-4) Why does God want this? Because when a man is saved, he is given the 

Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 6:19; 12:12-13) and the Holy Spirit will guide us 

in the truth according to God’s purpose, plans, and desires for us and all that is 

happening around us! Paul says, “…Understand what the will of the Lord is, 

then in v.18 says to be “filled with the Spirit!” 

B. There must be an acceptance  

1. I must accept that God has a perfect will, plan, and purpose for my life.  

2. I must accept that He has made His will known, and that I can know it. 

(2 Pe. 3:9; 2 Thes. 4:3; Eph. 5:18; 1 Thes. 5:18; 1 Pe. 3:17; Prov. 3:5-6: 1 Pe. 

2:15)  

But beyond these, there are the daily decisions we make. (We should seek God’s 

wisdom and guidance daily). Why? Every decision we make has consequences, 

some that will last a lifetime! This is why the Christian life is not a ho-hum life. It is 

serious relationship to God whereby, we are under the direction of our Lord and 

Savior as we are filled with Holy Spirit and led by His Word. (Mk 3:34-35) 

Jesus equates doing God’s will in our lives as a relationship issue – we chose to 

follow God’s purpose, plan and desires for our lives because of our relationship 

with Jesus!  
 

C. There must be an application 

1. I hear people say “Why can’t I sense God’s will for my life? – 

2. The bottom line is, God desires that we trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as our 

Savior and surrender fully to Him.  

The Lord knows every detail of our lives and has given each of us different 

capabilities and skills that enable us to accomplish whatever He has planned for us 

as we acknowledge, accept and apply His will for our lives. Is that what you are 

doing today? 

 

Conclusion: As we grow in our understanding of God’s overwhelming goodness 

we will naturally give him our hearts and desire to know and follow His will for our 

lives.  

May we each be stirred by His unconditional love of us to do just that.  


