
Understanding the Will of God (Part 3) 

Do I Have a Choice in God’s Will (Luke 18:1-8) 
 

Introduction: There is a kind of philosophy nowadays which teaches that it is a 

very healthy exercise to pray, because it teaches us submission. “God doesn't change 

His plans for us; we won't get anything more by asking, but then just ask, it is healthy 

exercise!” You may be saying, “Now that’s ridiculous!” But I want you to know, that 

it’s a fair illustration of the way some people would have us look at prayer. So, let me 

ask you, “Can we actually pray “Thy will be done” and still have a choice in the 

matter?” Of course, I can both positively and negatively. I can help God’s will be 

done or I can refuse to do God’s will. But are those the only choices I have?  

You’ll recall when we are talking about the will of God, we’re talking about His 

purpose, plans and desires for your life. Well, the Bible teaches prayer changes things 

and that is true even as it relates to the will of God for my life… We certainly want 

God’s will for our lives so to get it… 
 

I. The purpose of praying God’s will be done must be understood 
Jesus was encouraging His disciples to pray faithfully, and He did this by 

presenting three points.  
 

A. Pray or lose heart – Or we could say, “the purpose of prayer is so we don’t 

faint;” it's as simple as that! We have to make a choice: do you want to pray - or 

faint?  
 

B. Pray persistently - He said “men “always” ought to pray…” 

1. But what does it mean "always to pray" or as Paul said, to "pray without 

ceasing"? (1 Thess 5:17) It certainly doesn't mean that we should constantly be 

repeating prayers, because Jesus warned against that kind of praying (Matt 6:5-

15).  

2. To "pray without ceasing" means to have such holy desires in our hearts, in the 

will of God, that we are constantly in loving communion with the Father, 

petitioning Him for His blessing.  
 

C. Pray protesting – Everything that happens on earth is not God’s will, so…  

1. Jesus’ story includes a widow who was protesting the injustice in her life and 

times. Jesus interpreted the parable (vv. 6-8), (Also see Jesus’ teaching in 

chapter 17) These last days are troubling times and times that require great faith 

and lots of prayer! (But then Jesus asks a question…) 

2. Jesus' question is, When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth? 

He asked the question to motivate His disciples on to faithfulness in prayer, to 

encourage them to keep on praying in faith. 

It is very clear we are living in troublesome times and everything that is happening in 

the world today is not righteous, holy, just, or God’s will. But when we are walking in 

harmony with the Lord, we are making all things a matter of prayer, persistently 

talking to the Lord about them, and what our role is in helping His will be done – this 

includes praying in protest against the unjust and evil things in the world.   
 

II. The perspective of praying God’s will must be correct: There 

are plenty of people praying for God’s will to be done with the wrong 

understanding of what that even means, which can lead to some very 

negative attitudes and perspectives… 

A. Some pray this with a bitter resentment –They simply don’t believe they can 

escape the inevitable – and they’re mad about it! This is mostly the cause of lack 

of knowledge. They lack the understanding, that unlike the unjust judge who 

really didn’t care about the widow…Our God is a loving Father that cares for 

His children.  

B. Some pray this with a passive resignation – Meaning they pray “Thy will be 

done” because I can’t really do anything about it. This is really the result of a 

lack of faith. It is a prayer of defeat – They believe, prayer doesn’t do much 

anyway. 

C. Some pray this with a theological reservation – These folks think God is 

going to do what God is going to do – after all He is in control of everything! 

So, there’s no sense in pleading, no need for intensity, no reason for passion in 

your prayer life. They say, “I don’t really need to pray, because it is all already 

determined, worked out and settled. It’s all going to go God’s way.” 

But the Bible teaches us prayer has power, it makes a difference, and it is effective! 

(Js. 5:17) Examples: (Gen. 24:12-17; Gen. 17; Josh. 17; 1 Sam.1; 2 Sam.15:31; 

17:23; 2 kgs. 20; 2 Chorn. 14:11-12; 2 Chorn20:6-27; Isa.37:15-38; Dan. 6; Esther 

4:15-16; 7:10; Ezra 8:21-23; Neh. 1, 2; 1 Kgs. 17; 2 Kgs. 4:33-34; Ac. 12:5-17)     

The widow is portraying a person in prayer, and the lesson is she refused to accept her 

“unjust” situation despite her discouragement. 
 

The above are examples of what we call “prayers of rebellion” – And I can pray them 

because… 

1. I always have a choice in the matter of praying for God’s will to be done, and 

what role I can play in making it happen:  

2. I also have a right to refuse to accept certain things the way they are in this world 

and to pray against them: I have a right to pray that God would change them or 

do them the way they ought to be done according to His will. 

3. I have a right to not accept the status quo –  

I am to be persist in prayer not for personal gain, but so that I may be on track with 

God’s will and ultimately, He will be glorified.  

III. The product of praying God’s will must be to bring me in 

line with Him (a couple questions need to be asked here…) 

A. What is the purpose of prayer? It is to draw me nearer to God’s person for the 

purpose of my conformity to His likeness and to walk in His will. (Rom. 8:28-29)  

B. Can I pray to change my circumstances? (Ps. 55:22; 1 Pe. 5:7) 

C. How does (James 5:16) fit into my prayer life? Well, as I draw nearer to God, 

and am transformed by Him, I begin to see, think, feel and pray like Him… 

He delights in answering those kinds of prayers because they are in accordance with 

His ultimate will got our lives! (1 Jn. 5:14-15) 
 

Conclusion: When it comes to God’s will, I always have a choice and a part in the 

matter?”  


