
Understanding the Will of God (Part 4) 

How Does Knowing God’s Will Help Me?  (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

Introduction: Population scientists tell us that there are over 6 billion people upon 

the face of the earth. This is a number that is almost beyond our comprehension. You 

may feel that among a number that size, you are a pretty insignificant person. You 

may feel that the Lord doesn’t have time for someone like you. Maybe you even 

believe that the Lord is too busy looking after the universe and maintaining this thing 

to have time to be concerned about you. Yet, the Bible teaches us that God knows 

everything there is to know about each of the six billion humans upon the face of the 

earth today. The truth is this verse that we have read today teaches us that He does 

think about you.  

Now of course, (in context) this is a word, which was spoken to the people of Israel 

concerning their Babylonian captivity and the promise of their safe return to their 

homeland. However, there is application here for the church and every person under 

the sun and sound of my voice today. In this passage God makes a statement that 

ought to encourage every child of God today! Because it reveals God really does have 

a personal plan for every life! Remember, when we are talking about the will of God, 

we’re talking about His purpose, plans and desires for your life. So, this passage 

should lead us to ask one question as it pertains to will of God for my life. “How Does 

Knowing God’s Will Help Me?” Knowing God’s will for our life will encourage us in 

our faith and strengthen our walk with God in three ways!  
  

I. I know God really knows me: God says, “I know the thoughts that I 

think toward you.”  

God used a time when Israel thought they were forgotten and forsaken to make them 

stronger and better for His glory. (Now how does that apply to us today? Well, what 

was true for them then, is true for us today…) 

A. God’s knowledge of us is individual – This is a reminder that of all the people 

in the world, God has His mind and eyes on you.  
  

B. God’s knowledge of us is intimate – Matt 10:29-31 Since His knowledge of our 

lives is so detailed, we can be sure that He knows every possible thing there is to 

know about us.  
 

C. God’s knowledge of us is infinite – In Psalm 139:1-19 In v. 16 of that passage, 

David says even before we come into this world, God knows us and is looking 

upon us and has already determined exactly the right will (direction) for our 

lives. (Jer. 1:5-6; Gen 16:11: Gen 17:19; 1 Chron 22:9; 1 King 13:2; 2 kings 

22:1; Isa. 44:28; 45:1; Lk 1:13; Mt 1:21; Gal. 1:15-16) 
 

D. God’s knowledge of us is instant – Job 42:2; Psa. 139:4 – That is, the 

knowledge of the Lord regarding our lives is always before the Lord, (Pro. 21:2; 

Mt 10:29; Pro. 15:3; Isa 46:10; Rom. 8:28) 

When you are striving to serve the Lord, and walk in His will, according to His Word, 

His omniscience is a blessing, because the Lord knew everything that came to pass in 

your life before He ever allowed it to come your way. 

II. I can recognize God’s knowledge of me: 
The Lord sees every single detail of our lives and He has made a commitment to tell 

us what we need to know to direct our steps. This is why He gave us His word (Ps. 

119:105) Remember as believers, we belong to God, and He wants what is best for 

His children just like you do for yours. 

A. God knows about your sins – Since the first sin was committed in the Garden of 

Eden, God has witnessed every single one, Gen. 3:8-11.  

1. God is no less aware today than He was then. (Heb. 4:13; Job 14:16; Psa. 90:8; 

Prov 28:13) 

2. Every person in this room has sinned and should deal with it as we are 

instructed to in (1 John 1:8-9). 
 

B. God knows about our situations – God knew everything there was to know 

about the sufferings of Israel. 

1. Job 23:10 – Tells us that the Lord knew everything that was happening in the life 

of the servant Job. 

2. He knows all that is happening in your life as well! Nothing that has ever come 

your way has ever taken the Lord by surprise. In fact, He has allowed it to 

happen for His own purposes and for your good. (Rom. 8:28; Heb. 13:5; Mt. 

28:20; 1 Pet. 5:7; Heb. 4:15; 2 Cor. 12:9; Mt. 11:28)  

As we remember these examples, don’t forget that we are serving the same God today 

that did all these things! (Ex. 14; Ex. 16-17; Dan. 3; Dan. 6; Jn 6; Mk 6:45)  
   

III. I understand how God responds to His knowledge of me: 

How does God’s knowledge of your life and mine cause Him to move in our lives?  

There are three ways that God moves in response to His knowledge of His people. 

A. God moved toward you in the past –  

1. God moved in Israel’s past (Deut. 7:7; Ex. 12-15. Josh 1:1ff.;   

2. God moved like this in the lives of all His children. (Rev. 13:8, Eph. 1:4; Titus 

1:2; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; 1 Tim. 2:5; John 3:16). 
 

B. God moves toward you in the present –  

1. From Israel’s perspective, it looked as though the Lord had abandoned them. 

That is merely how things appeared! 

2. That’s how life appears to us at times. That is only how life appears! (Mt. 6:25-

33; Phil. 4:6-7; Phil. 4:19). Remember, God used a pigpen to bring a prodigal 

son to his senses.  
  

C. God moves toward you in His promises – Israel probably thought the Lord had 

forgotten about them and about all the promises He had made to their fathers.  

1. This text was sent to them to remind them that God has not forgotten.  

2. According to our text, the Lord thinks “good” thoughts about His people. His 

desire is to “give” them an “expected end”. The idea here is that the Lord knew 

where they were and where He was taking them. The same is true concerning 

us. (2 Cor. 4:17; Rom. 8:18; Rom. 12:1-2; Phil. 1:6; Eph. 4:13) 
 

Conclusion: How does knowing God’s will help me? It helps me know, when God 

thinks about me, He does so with love and great plans He has for my life. 


