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The Life of Us (Part 1) 

Why Job? 

(Rom. 15:4) 
 

Introduction: Many people have heard about Job and his 

trials; but not many people understand what those trials were all 

about and what God was trying to accomplish. Nor do they realize 

that Job suffered as he did so that God's people today might learn 

from his experiences how to be patient in suffering and endure to 

the end. (This is what Paul means in our text). So, as we study the 

book of Job together, I trust that two things will be accomplished 

in your life: first, you will learn to be patient in your own trials, 

and second, you will learn how to help others in their trials. Our 

world is filled with people today who need encouragement, and 

God may be preparing you for just that ministry. Either way, I 

hope our study of this book helps you. (Why Job? Why now you 

may be asking?) One reason: The Book of Job has long been 

praised as a masterpiece of literature. But a second and better 

reason to study Job, church, is the Old Testament is never to be 

neglected, because it is there for our teaching. The Bible is 

history. God uses that history to teach us by example those 

intangible truths that are hard to grasp with our finite minds. This 

is especially true with the story of Job, to whom James referred to 

when seeking to instill patience in New Testament believers 

(cf. Js. 5:10-11). Because the Book of Job is so often neglected 

yet presents such valuable lessons and is so highly praised by 

even people of the world, Christians should certainly take the 

time to study this portion of God's Word! My goal today is to 

simply introduce us to the book and hopefully whet your appetite 

enough to cause you to desire to read along weekly with us in the 

book (perhaps you’ll read the book more than once over the next 

nine weeks) and gain from its wisdom and lessons. In order to do 

that let’s begin with… 
 

I. The place of Job in the Old Testament: 
We could have with great purpose considered… 

A. The books before Job - 

B. Beginning with Job -  
The Bible as a whole, is about life. Its purpose is to change our 

lives. (The book of Job is no different.) In our study of Job, we’ll 

make every attempt to comprehend what really happened in Job’s 

life and make application of God’s teaching from it to our own 

lives. 

C. A look at the Book of Job in particular...  

1. Author of the writing:  

2. The date of the writing - (perhaps between Gen. 11-12). This 

makes Job the oldest book of the Bible.  

D. The setting of the book: Based on the historical events 

(22:16; 1:5; cf. Gen 12:7; 42:16; cf. Gen 11:22-26,32) it appears 

to be set in the "Patriarchal" period (i.e., sometime between Noah 

and Moses). I would place him somewhat contemporary with 

Abraham (i.e., ca 2000 B.C.). 

The uncertainty of author and date does not nullify the book's 

inspiration (2 Tim. 3:16-17), for it is affirmed in the Old and New 

Testament In Ezekiel 14:14, Job is mentioned along with Noah 

and Daniel, two other figures of history. It is also affirmed a 

number of times in the New Testament: James, the Lord's brother, 

refers to Job as an example of perseverance (Js 5:11). Paul quotes 

from the book on  several occasions in his writings (cf. 1Co 

3:19 with Job 5:13; and Ro 11:35 with Job 41:11).  

For the Christian who accepts the inspiration of all scripture, such 

evidence is sufficient. 

3. The history of the book: It is both a historical and theological 

book.  
 

II. The purpose of the book: Actually, the book of Job has 

a number of ideas and issues that it deals with: 

A. One of the earliest views suggests that it was a study of the 

patience demonstrated by a good man while he was being 

tested by various trials. (This is the message of Jesus, James, 

Paul and Peter in the New Testament. (Mt. 5:10-12; Rom. 

8:17-18; 2 Cor.12:9-10; Js. 1:1-2; 1 Pe. 4:13-16) 

B. Another important purpose is Job reveals the false 

theology of that time and sometimes today, which is, that 

personal suffering was always the result of personal sin (Jn. 

9:1-3) 

C. It is a common suggestion that the purpose of the book is 

to answer the age-old question, "Why does God allow the 

righteous to suffer?" I suggest that the purpose of the book 

is: To answer the question, "How should the righteous 

suffer?" 

D. The most obvious conclusion is that the Book of Job deals 

specifically with the very real problem of the suffering of 

innocents and how and why one can maintain faith in the 

face of this experience. 
Our life lessons come from comparing his life experience to ours 

because to one degree or another we… whether individually or 

collectively, Job's experience mirrors our experience as people of 

faith dealing with adversity. 
 

III.  Some profitable lessons from the book: In this 

study on the book of Job) some of the following lessons to be 

gleaned:  

A. The book defends the absolute glory and perfection of 

God – Ps 18:3  

B. B. This book addresses the question of suffering – Not all 

those questions are answered, but some important points are 

made: 

C.  This book teaches us all suffering is not always the 

result of personal sin – The truth is (in fact) sometimes 

suffering may be allowed as a compliment to one's 

spirituality –  
D. The book paints a beautiful picture of "patience" - 

which describes the trait of one who is able to abide under 

the weight of trials. From the "patience of Job", we learn 

what it means to maintain faithfulness to God, even under 

great trials in which we do not understand what is 

happening.  
E. The book also prepares the way for the coming of Jesus 

Christ! - His coming is anticipated in several ways. (9:33; 

33:23), Christ is that mediator (1Ti 2:5).  (19:25); Christ is 

that Redeemer (Ep 1:7)!  
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