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Introduction: When we come to the story (the book) of Job, it is easy to see 

why most people conclude that this is a book designed to answer the ancient, and 

one of life’s most perplexing questions of “Man’s suffering.” After all, 

immediately we are introduced to Job, a man with an outstanding testimony of a 

God loving, God fearing man, who overnight sees all of his blessings turned into 

heartaches as he loses his family, wealth, health, and societal status through a 

series of crushing tragedies. This leaves Job and us wondering why? However, 

having lost all but his wife and his life, Job holds fast to the integrity of his faith, 

and he is determined to unravel the mystery of how and why the God, to whom he 

was so faithful to could treat him this way. 

Job is a righteous man, a faithful man, yet he still suffered which created a real 

crisis in his life and here is why… 
 

I. Job’s prosperity: (1:1-5) 
The way we are introduced to Job makes him such an unlikely candidate for 

suffering. 

A. He is blameless, (1:1)  

B. He was a successful and blessed businessman –  

C. At home, he cares about the spiritual wellbeing of his family –  
D. We know God delights in Him (even brags on him) (1:8) 

This introduction, to Job’s personal and spiritual prosperity among other things, 

gives us the picture of a man who was the least likely to be the target of the wrath 

of God. 

Especially since at that time it was believed  

 Good men are blessed. 

 The way of sinners is hard. 

But in a moment’s time all that would drastically change as we read of… 
 

II. Job’s adversity: (1:6-2:13) 

A. Two dialogues – Take place in heaven between God and the devil.  

1. God limits but permits Stan to attack Job and Satan wreaks havoc on Job’s 

family and possessions (1:6-19) 

2. Job responds with integrity of faith,  

3. Satan attacks the integrity of Job’s faith and God’s worthiness to be praised 

a second time. 

4. Again, God limits but permits Satan to further attack Job, but he cannot take 

his life.  

5. Satan once again attacks Job physically (2:7-8; 2:12; 7:5; 30:17; 30:30) 

(This leads to…) 

B. Two dilemmas -   

1. For one, there is no explainable reason Job has lost everything but his 

faith, wife, and friends. 

As Job points out (2:10), God is a good and merciful God. (He gives good, but 

He allows adversity too). (prov. 25:4) As we are (attempting to live faithful 

lives) which mean we must do so in good and hard times. 

2. A second dilemma is what to do about all of this?  

a. We see Job rise to the occasion with patience, wisdom, and unshakable faith. 

b. Once again, the author confirms that Job remains blameless, even with the 

loss of his wife's love and support. 

It would do us well to remember that Satan tempts us to destroy us. (Js. 1:12-15)  

God’s purpose in trials is not to destroy us, but to mature and perfect us, (Rom. 

8:29; Eph. 4:13-15).  

And for an entire week, Job sat in silence, suffering. looking to understand the 

problem of suffering (and more specifically, his personal suffering.)  
 

III. Job’s perplexity: (3:1-26) 
A. Job is dejected - Job is confused and frustrated with his dilemma for which 

he has no logical or spiritual answers for. 

1. He is not doubting God or being unfaithful, (in fact, we see later… (42:2; 

Rom. 8:28; Job 42:3; 42:5; Heb. 12:1-3) 

2. He is feeling the pain emotionally, mentally, physically, and spiritually - 

(2:13)   

A. Job is in despair - Job is joined by three friends (2:11-13).  

B. Job’s discussions – (3:1-26) Having sat in silence for seven days in the 

presence of his friends who had come to comfort him, Job finally speaks. 

(We can feel his pain as he asks three pointed questions…) 

a. Why was I even born? (3:1-10)  

b. Why didn’t I die at birth? (3:11-19) 

c. Why can't I just die now? (3:20-26) 
1. He dreaded the suffering that has come to him… 

2. And now he is troubled and no longer at ease… 

3. The present suffering makes no sense, if there is to be no justice, why not 

just end his life now? If God in His sovereignty would see fit, Jobs views 

death as an escape from his pain and suffering. (Rev. 14:13) 

When we’re hurting, we may say and do a lot of things that we later regret.  
 

IV. Job’s inquiry: (3:20-26) He wonders what we often wonder… 

A. Why are the suffering allowed to linger... (secondly…) 

B. Has what job feared most now happened to him... (3:20-26). 

His physical crisis was now also beginning to create a theological crisis. Our 

physical crisis will do the same for us if we don’t grasp the lessons of Job that we 

must learn to lean hard on the sovereignty of God (Ps. 115:3). 

 

Conclusion: One of the great lessons of Job is, even if God doesn’t answer all 

of our “why” questions, we know we can find our Lord in midst of our suffering 

with us. (Josh. 1:5, 9; Mt. 28:20; Heb. 13:5) 
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