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The Life of Us (Part 2) 

The Characters of Job 
 

Introduction: As we begin our study of Job, I want to remind us that we are 

using the book of Job as a guide to learn how to live faithful lives while 

experiencing our own personal or even national suffering or crisis. Job did not live 

during a time of war or famine, or national pandemic, the kinds of social and 

national crisis that impose hardship on the individual regardless of his personal 

circumstances. No, Job's crisis was personal and imposed on him through 

supernatural means.  

Nevertheless, he experienced each of them fully and really in a physical and 

emotional way (loss of wealth, family, health, and status in society). Unknown to 

Job, we learn this is due to a conversation between God and Satan concerning Job. 

God has great confidence in His servant Job. Satan challenges God’s worthiness 

of praise and Job’s faithfulness. In response, God put all that Job had in Satan's 

power, with the exception of Job himself (1:6-12). So, in one day, Job lost all his 

material possessions through various calamities. All his sons and daughters were 

killed when a great tornado destroyed the house in which they were partying. 

Now, Job was a man of remarkable character, (1:1-5) and though deeply grieved, 

Job worships God and does not charge Him with wrong (1:13-22). With this 

summary in mind, we will examine the various characters in Job's story and a 

possible outline of the book we can use in our study. As we watch the scenes 

unfold, we are introduced to the characters of Job in three phases.  
 

I. The Confidence of God: 

A. The person Job – (1:1) The name “Job” means, appropriately enough, he who 

weeps. 

1. He lived in the land of Uz somewhere in the East (1:3) Near a desert (1:19) 

2. Likely the land Uz was a neighbor of Edom, and “Petra” SE of the Dead Sea 

(Jer 25:20-21; Lam 4:21)  

B. The remarkable character of Job – (1:1) He was not perfect or sinless. But 

he was… Job was not a sinless man, but he was righteous man with a wonderful 

testimony "There is none like him on the earth." (1:8; 2:3) (Note…) 

C. The wonderful blessings of Job (1:2 -3) All of these things were considered 

evidence of divine blessing making him great. 

D. The spiritual leadership of Job over his family (1:4-5) 
All of this shows us Job was an exemplary person. His excellent qualities made 

his upcoming adversities, by contrast, even more severe. No one deserved 

suffering less than he did, and few if any have suffered more.  

 The question is not whether we will face tribulations in our life, but how will we 

respond when they arise (Js. 1:2, 12.) 

B.  God’s confidence in Job – (vv. 6-8) 

1. God had tremendous confidence in His servant Job (as we have seen for 

very good reason) But for now, I want us to see a few things we learn about 

God through this story -  

a. God is present at the beginning of the book (God is never unaware of what 

is happening in our lives or to us nor is He ever absent. He is an ever-

present God.) 

b. God is sovereign in all things. "The Almighty" is one of the key names for 

God in Job; it is used thirty-one times.  

c. God appears to Job not in order to comfort or to explain the situation to 

him, but rather to reveal Himself more clearly to Job. (Js 1:2-5) 

When we trust God to be God in good and bad times – God uses all of our times 

(even the trying ones to accomplish His intended outcome just as He does in Job).  
 

II.  The challenge of Satan: (1:6-12) 

A. Satan appears before God. (38:7)  

1. Satan is still under God’s control. 

2. Satan and his army of fallen angels still have to present themselves before 

God to report on their activities,  

B. Satan attacks job's character (1:6-12) 
1. God asks Satan to give an account (v.7)  (1 Peter 5:8).  

2. God asks Satan if he had considered His servant job... The Lord spoke of Job 

by the honorable title My servant (cf. Job 2:3; 42:7-8  

C. Satan's accusation concerning job... (vv. 9-11) Satan's accusation against Job           

      was really an attack on God.  

D.  God accepts the challenge... This short dialogue between God and Satan 

           provides the reason for Job's coming trials: 

1. Job's reaction to these losses...(cf. 2:12; Gen 37:29,34; 44:13; Judg 11:35),  

2. In grief, he still praises God even though he considers God as the One who 

has done all these things, He blesses the name of the Lord and He does not 

charge God with wrong. 

E.   Satan attacks job's character a second time (2:1-6) 

1. God accepts the challenge, allowing Satan to do anything but take Job's life. 

(2:7-10) 

2. Satan attacks Jobs body with a terrible disease... (possibilities: elephantiasis, 

leprosy, or a leukemia of the skin characterized by: boils (2:7) itching (2:8) 

drastic change of appearance (2:12) worms and running sores (7:5) corroding 

bones and gnawing pain (30:17) blackened skin and fever (30:30)  

3. The indication is that this horrible condition continued for months (7:3; 29:2) 

Note that the author reminds the readers that Job has done nothing to deserve 

these calamities. (v3) says that his suffering was without cause. 

F.  Job’s appearance is now so repulsive that he fled society (Job 19:13-20)  

Satan had done almost all he could to get Job to curse God and prove Job 

unfaithful and God unworthy of praise. (But in the end, Job and God proved the 

Satan to be lair!) But Satan wasn’t done… 

G.   Meet Job's wife (Somewhat of a minor character) Job’s wife comes in the 

scene to encourage Job to just "Curse God and die!" Job's response to his wife just 

further illustrates his faith in God. (2:10) One Final note on Job’s wife - (42:13).  
 

III. The comfort of friends: (2:11-13) 

A. They came as a custom -   

B. They came to comfort Him -  
  C. They came as companions - The three visitors and the local man. 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Jer%2025.20-21
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Lam%204.21

