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The Life of Us (Part 4) 

The Theological Crisis Sets In 

Job 4:1-5 
 

Introduction: Whenever we don’t have clear answers to our circumstances, 

there is always the temptation to make assumptions (which can be dangerous and 

are usually wrong).  

We've been introduced to Job, a wealthy and righteous man who suffers a series of 

losses that create an enormous physical and emotional crisis in his life. Despite 

losing his wealth, children, wife, and lastly his health, he continues to have faith in 

God and does not sin despite the desperate situation that he is in. Now, we have to 

recall that one feature of Job's belief system was an assumption that he believed 

called “The principle of divine retribution” Which is that God's justice worked in 

real-time. For example: good people were blessed right away by God and so 

prosperity and health were a sign of righteousness. Sinners, likewise, were judged 

and punished right away, and so adversity and poverty were a sign of God's 

displeasure with them and their actions. In other words, the good were blessed and 

sinners were punished right here on earth. So, even though Job reacted faithfully 

through the physical crisis that he suffered, he began to break down as he faced 

the theological crisis that came into play because of this assumption. This is made 

worse when Job’s three friends (who also believe this assumption). While Job and 

his friends all have some knowledge of God’s righteousness and justice, their 

assumptions fail to see that sometimes God has other reasons for human suffering 

besides just punishment for sinners. This has leads to…  
 

I. Job’s anguish, and his friends respond: (3: 1- 26) Job speaks up 

and his friends speak out in response. Job breaks his silence asking three 

questions.  

A. Job’s anguish is he has no rest, no peace, only trouble and perhaps there is 

more to come, and there is no understanding to any of this. 

B. Job’s friends have answers (sort of…)  
a. What they did right -  

b. What they did wrong – One after another they level one attack after the other 

at poor, old Job.  

You could sum up all their arguments in one sentence on Job's predicament "If 

you are as innocent and righteous as you claim, why is God punishing you so 

severely?" 

Job's anguish is that he believed both statements to be true: He was innocent and 

righteous. God always punished guilty sinners. 
The anguish, therefore, was, "Why then was God punishing an innocent man?" 
 

II. Eliphaz’s allegations, and Job’s response: (4:1-5:27) 
The theme of this first cycle of speeches is: "The nature of God."  Job's three 

friends each have a point of view concerning this topic and weave these views into 

their arguments with Job. 

A. Eliphaz’s emphasis is God's holiness and goodness 

B. Eliphaz experience – Eliphaz is old, devout, and more gracious than Job's 

other two friends. 

1. He flatters Job 4:3-4 –  

2. He flogs Job 4:5-11 -  

3. He floors Job 4:12-5:27 –  

4. He finally concludes – Job was suffering because he wasn’t holy or 

righteous enough  

C. Eliphaz explains (vv. 12-16) – he received his information from a divine 

revelation. 

D. Job responds - Job's reply is not a philosophical or theological rebuttal to 

Eliphaz's arguments and exhortations, his reply is emotional. (6:1- 7:21) 
 

III. Bildad’s allegations, and Job’s response: (8:2-4) 
A. Bildad’s emphasis – view of the nature of God emphasizes God's 

righteousness. 

B. Bildad's explanation – his point is that God doesn't pervert justice, He 

punishes man for his sins.  

C. Bildad’s experience – comes more from tradition.  
1. His attack 8:2 -  

2. His appeal 8:3-22   

1. Job responds – “Tell me something I don’t know.”  

2. Job wants an audience with God but feels hopeless of getting one. 

3. He wants a mediator between he and God after all how can a mortal man 

stand before Almighty God? 

4. Job, however, does not deal with Bildad's comments but reveals what he 

thinks about his present suffering: (complaining to God) 

a. Why are You treating me so bad? (10:1-7) 

b. Did You create me just to condemn me? (10:8-17) 

c. It would have been better to have never been born. (10:18-22) 
Make no mistake, God is not afraid of our questions nor is He unsympathetic to 

what we are feeling and going though!   
 

IV. Zophar’s allegations, and Job’s response: (11:1-20) 
A. Zophar’s emphasis - focuses on God's wisdom 

B. Zophar estimation - He simply tells Job that he needs to repent of his sins 

and get right with God, and then these things wouldn't happen.  

C. Zophar’s experience - He is dogmatic, impetuous, intolerant and does not 

appeal to direct experience with God or the wisdom of the past but sees 

himself as being the source for truth  
D. Job responds – In sarcasm, Job basically says. “Oh boy, if it weren’t for you 

three the whole world would be void of wisdom!” (12:1-14:22) 
 

V. Job’s anguish continues, but his faith remains: 
1. Unfortunately, the teaching to which Job ascribed did not match his 

personal experience, which caused his greatest dilemma or crisis. 

2. Although incorrect theologically, having this thought certainly justifies his 

question and cry, "Why was I even born?" 


