
Adventures in the Land of Uz &The Life of Us (7) 

A Spiritual Crisis  (Job 38:1) 
 

Introduction: Suffering is unspiritual! That’s what the prosperity preachers, 

“possibility thinkers,” and Job’s friends would have us believe. Our suffering 

certainly doesn’t indicate any short coming in God. So, there must be something 

wrong with us.  

This would be a good place to remind us; our overall theme through this series on Job 

is faithful living in times of crisis and what we've witnessed so far is Job's continued 

faithfulness (not perfection) as he undergoes and is challenged by several types of 

crises: First, he was faithfulness through physical crisis of tremendous material and 

personal and health loss. Next, we observe Job remaining faithful through a 

theological crisis. One of Job's key theological principles, that he lived by, was the 

common belief that God blessed the righteous and punished sinners and did so in 

real-time here on earth. Job’s crisis was that he was aware that he was a righteous 

man (I.e.) he knew that he was not guilty of sin, and he recognized that he was 

tremendously blessed by God as proof thereby confirming the wisdom of what was 

commonly held). But now it appeared that God was now punishing him as if he were 

a wicked sinner.  

…Job has been begging for an audience with God, now he is about to get one! When  

God speaks He has fewer words than Job and all his friends. When God speaks, the 

first thing He does is…  

I. God humbles Job: 38:1-42:6 (See also 40:3 - 5 ; 42:1-6) 
A. Job’s desire is met – 
1. At last, Job is finally given his desire, but it is not what he expected.  

2. God's appearance was accompanied by a storm, the Whirl wind possibly the 

storm Elihu may have sensed was approaching (37:22). 

a. Translation, it was a storm “accompanied by violent wind" (also used, e.g., in 2 

Kings 2:1,11; Isa 40:24, "whirlwind"; Ps 107:25; Isa 29:6, "tempest"; Ezek 1:4, 

"windstorm"). 

b. Through this storm – God would reveal Himself to Job as He did with Moses 

and Ezekiel. (God is about to vindicate Job, but first He must bring Job into a 

right understanding of Who He is) …  
 

B. Job’s delusion is melted – Job was sure that his speeches had been filled with 

wisdom and knowledge, but God's first question put an end to that delusion:  

(Job 38:2)  

1. God doesn't question Job's integrity or sincerity; He only questioned Job's 

ability to explain the ways of God in the world.  

2. Job had spoken the truth about God (42:7), but his speeches had lacked 

humility.  

In other words, Job is a lot like many of us: Job thought he knew about God, but he 

didn't realize how much he didn't know about God.  

3. God doesn’t explain Himself –  

C. God demands Job stand up like a man – (v.3)  

1. It’s God’s turn to asks the questions - (and they are questions Job can’t answer) 

2. He asks Job in essence: “are you eternal, great, powerful, wise and perfect like 

God?”  

3. God begins his first speech by challenging Job. God informs Job that He (not 

Job or any other man) is the creative force behind all non-living things. (38”4- 

38) 

4. God points out to Job, that as a man, Job has no power to produce or sustain any 

part of the living creation as well (38:39 – 39:30)  
5. God pauses in his description of the creation He has brought into existence from 

what is not seen (Heb.11:3) in order to question Job directly.  
6. God’s words turn the eyes of Job’s heart from his personal suffering to God’s 

perfect sovereignty.  Job 40:1-5 

However, Job has not yet repented, and this leads to God's second 

speech. 
7. God begins His second speech challenging Job to take over the operating of the 

universe.  (Job 40:6-14; 15-41:24) 

a. Job realizes he has flunked God’s exam!! 

b. Job finally repents for having questioned the motives and integrity of God. 

(42:1-6) (Deut. 29:29; Prov. 3:5) 
 

II. God honors Job: 42:7-17 After God's direct speeches to Job and 

Job's response, two more events take place to bring this episode in Job's life 

to a close.  

 (First…) God rebukes his critics 42:7-10 

1. God rebukes Job’s three counselors for giving Job a distorted picture of God.  

(Job 42:7-9) 

2. Job's forgiveness from God included his participation in the process of 

forgiveness and reconciliation of his friends with God as well. (Matthew 5:44). 
 

(Secondly…) 

III. God restores Job: 42:11-17 
A. Finally, God restores Job to a greater state of blessing and prosperity than he 

had known before. 

B. The Lord also restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his friends, 

and the Lord increased double all that Job had and gave him 10 more 

children. 
“
And Job died, an old man and full of days.” - (Job 42:10-17) 

C. As Job entered heaven, he did so with full understanding of his earlier 

statement. 

For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; and after 

my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God, (Job 19:25-26) 

 

Conclusion Suffering is unspiritual! That’s what the prosperity preachers, 

“possibility thinkers,” and Job’s friends would have us believe. While it is true that 

our own sinful choices can bring suffering - not all sin is a direct result of personal 

sin. No, suffering is often a part of God’s plan to develop our faith, not destroy it. So, 

be encouraged. Sometimes sitting atop a high ash heap is the best way to get a 

glimpse into heaven.  
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