
Adventures in the Land of Uz & the Life of Us (Part 5) 

The Theological Crisis (part 2) 

(Job 15:1-2) Job 15 – 21 
 

Introduction: We are in the part of the book of Job, where Job's three friends 

speak a second time to Job concerning his situation. Job’s friends are unable to 

convince Job that he is some great sinner who deserves his suffering. However, 

Job trying to remain faithful during intense suffering and trials continues to vent 

his complaint, and while losing hope for anything in this life, he does reveal his 

faith in a Redeemer and in seeing God after death. In this second cycle of 

speeches, Job's friends are holding their line of argument, but we observe a shift in 

Job's reasoning concerning the way God metes out justice and the extent of His 

mercy. In their attempt to make sense of the catastrophic things that have 

happened to Job …the conclusion was an easy one: bad things had happened to 

Job, therefore he must have done something wrong to deserve these things. 

Remember, the theological crisis/ dilemma is Job's experience, not theirs. In his 

replies to his friends so far, he does not defend against their arguments, nor does 

he try to resolve the contradiction taking place between his beliefs and the reality 

that he is experiencing. 

It has been suggested that the theme of this cycle of speeches is the "fate of the 

wicked"  

I. Eliphaz’s accusations, Job’s response – (15:1-35) Eliphaz 

this time he dispenses with any niceties and begins this speech by 

questioning Job's wisdom. 

A. Eliphaz’s accusations (Job 15:1-2) 

1. He begins by accusing Job of presumptuousness.  

2. Eliphaz charges Job with adding the sin of presumptuousness 

(challenging God's wisdom) to his initial sin.  

3. Eliphaz calls Job a windbag and reminds Job, how the wicked suffer 

many troubles. Job 15:24-25  This is no way to treat anyone (especially one 

you call a friend) when they are hurting. There is no comfort in Eliphaz’s 

words, only wrong premise, and false accusations.) 

B. Job responds – 16:1-17:16 He doesn't necessarily answer their arguments or 

accusations in a defensive mode; instead, he reasserts his innocence.  

1. He tells them they are all miserable, heartlessness, comforters (16:1-5) 

2. He rebukes them for bringing nothing new to the table, not even 

comforting words.  

3. Job claims that he has now been abandoned by both God and man, even 

though he is innocent. (16:18-22) 

4. Job still trusts he has an advocate in heaven, and that someone is 

presenting his case before God (16:19-22) 

5. He pleads for God to defend his innocence (17:1-9)  

Following the debate with Eliphaz, we encounter… 

II. Bildad’s accusations and Job’s response – 18:1-21 Bildad 

seems to become more irritable in his condemnation of Job with his second 

speech. 
A. Bildad says, be reasonable Job – (18:1-4) Your grief has got you talking 

crazy talk!  

B. Bildad (using fear) explains the terror that surrounds the wicked (v.5-

21)  

(2 Cor 5:11). But he preached it to the wrong man, and he preached it with 

the wrong motive, for there was no love in his heart. 

C. Job responds – 19:1-29 In his isolation (rejected by his wife and friends) 

Job cries out for sympathy and light.  

1. Job protests his friends' lack of understanding and insults. (v.1) 

2. He renews his argument that whatever they "think" he has done wrong, 

the truth is that God has punished an innocent man. He wishes they would 

just understand this. However,…  

3. Two wrongs don’t make a right – (19: 6-12) Job insists his friends are 

wrong and they are. But that doesn’t make Job right. In his suffering and 

his own lack of understanding, Job wrongfully concludes God must hate 

me.  

4. Job sees himself as being despised by both God and man.  (19:10, 13) 

5. Job appeals to the future for some kind of vindication (Job 19:23-24) 

(He had no idea how true and valuable this would be to so many through 

the centuries) 

6. He makes his final appeal to God Himself (19:25) 

7. Job finishes with a warning for his three friends. (19:28-29) Today we 

would say, "Be careful, what goes around comes around."  

III. Zophar’s accusations, Job’s response – 20:1-29 Nothing really 

new here:  

A. He resents Job’s rebuke - but he doubts his own theory and argument for a 

moment. (20:2-3) 

B. However, in the next verses, (20:4-29) we see that he reverts back to his 

initial argument. He also rejects Job's declaration that he is an innocent man 

who still trusts God to vindicate him. 
C. Job's reply to Zophar (21:1-34) He comments on the subject of Zophar's 

speech which has to do with the prosperity of wicked men. 

1. Job argues (the wicked are not always punished) in fact they sometimes 

prosper. (21:1-18) 

2. Job then questions the wisdom of the ages, the “Law of Retribution”  
3. He also rejects the theory that justice is served when the children of the 

ungodly are punished (Ezk. 18:20) written possibly in the same era as the 

writing of Job) 21:19-26 

Much like Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes, Job states that these 

inconsistencies are common, and death seems to be the great equalizer in all of 

this. Of course, Job is talking about the physical side of death and not the spiritual. 

When death comes, it obviously makes a great deal of difference in the next life 

whether the person had faith in Jesus Christ (Heb 9:27). On the spiritual side, Job 

refers to a judgment for the wicked that will come one day, (21:30-34) 
 

Conclusion: Job has not only put his case for final judgment into God's hands at a 

future date, along with that of the wicked who will likewise be judged. But he has 

also repudiated the basis of his friends' arguments and assumptions against him as 

falsehood. (lesson) Whether it is our own crisis, or we are trying to help or 

encourage someone else… Let's be good learners — and good listeners!  


